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SHORT QUESTIONS

Why is the father unhappy with his son?

The father is unhappy with his son as there is no interaction between the two. They don’t
understand each other and are like strangers. Though they live under the same roof, yet they have
nothing common between them. Their thinking and outlook are totally different. So they remain
separated from each other. So, the father is deeply troubled.

What does the father long for?

The father is much more tense and upset. He fails to see where he made a mistake. He wants to
make peace with his son and keep him in the same house. He is willing to forget and forgive the
boy. He is only waiting for an excuse.

Can you suggest a solution to the widening gap between father and son?

The tussle between the aged and the youth is very old and universal. Elders see young ones as their
property and try to impose their will on them. As a result the son revolts. The father must try to
understand and respect the demands of the son. Not rod but the language of love can bridge the gap
and avert the clash.

How is the father’s helplessness brought out in the poem?

The father is not only sad but also angry. But he feels helpless. He is ready to patch up with the
son, forgive him and bring him back home at any cost. He wonders why they have now become
strangers. He is ready to overlook his son’s wasteful habits. He is extending his empty hand to get
an excuse to welcome the boy into his old home. But the son looks adamant. Ego problem persists.
Why is the father unable to understand his son in Father to Son”?

The father is unable to understand his son due to generation gap. It is a psychological and
emotional gap between parents or elder people and the young ones. This creates misunderstanding
and lack of attachment between the parents and children. The success lies in how effectively the
parents can avoid the generation gap or ignore difference with their children.

‘I would have him prodigal’. What does the father mean by this?

Prodigal means wastefully extravagant. In the Bible there is a story, where a father inherits
property and gives it to his sons. The younger son wastes a lot but returns to his father’s home. His
father forgives him and takes him back home. Here in the poem the father is ready to accept his
prodigal son and he may start living with him under the same roof.

What does the poet mean by “silence surrounds us?

The father is troubled because there is no interaction between them. Though they have been living
under the same roof for years but they do not understand each other and live like strangers. Their
outlook and temperament are different. They have a communication gap along with the generation
gap. So both are unhappy and want to come closer but they can’t help it.
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